Resolution of erythro-7-hydroxy-3′, 5′-dimethoxy-3,4-methylenedioxy-8.4′-oxyneolign-8′- 
Introduction
Within the great structural variety of neolignans, the 8.O.4′-type represents a small subgroup whose members were isolated exclusively from the plants of Myristicaceae species and studied for a wide range of biological activities such as antifungal, 1, 2 antileukemic, 3 anti-leishmanial, 4 and antioxidant activity. 5, 6 While the erythro and threo-isomers of 8.4′-oxyneolign-8′-enes were found to exhibit significantly different activities in pharmacological assays, 1, 5, 6 the differences in the activities of the enantiomers of the erythro or threo series have not been studied yet. order to confirm our assignment independently and to establish a general CD method, the natural product rac-1c was chosen for resolution to determine the configuration of its enantiomers by Mosher's method. Then the comparison of the CD spectrum measured for the optically active 1c with the on-line LC/CD spectra of 1a-g would enable their independent configurational assignments, and the optical rotation of 1c can be correlated with its CD data as well.
Results and Discussion
The erythro-8.4′-oxyneolign-8′-ene 1c, isolated from the seeds of Myristica fragrans Houtt. (nutmeg) by Forrest et al., 18 was obtained in racemic form according to a known procedure. 
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As a result, the substraction of corresponding proton and carbon signals of (7S,8R)-(-)-3c from those of (7R,8S)-(-)-3c resulted in negative ∆δ values for side B and positive ones for side A, which allowed the configurational assignment of (7R,8S)-(-)-3c and (7S,8R)-(-)-3c ( Table 1 ). The proton signals of H-8 and the carbon signals of C-9, C-2′ and C-6′ showed discrepancies, which are likely due to the effect of the methoxy oxygens or experimental error of the NMR measurement. The ester (7R,8S)-(-)-3c was hydrolyzed with 1N NaOMe in anhydrous methanol to give (7R,8S) 
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The opposite CD signs unambiguously confirm the previously proposed configurational assignments of the erythro-8.4′-oxyneolign-8′-enes 1a-g based on Arnoldi and Merlini's CD result 14 as correct, and hence they can be used as reference. Moreover, the negative specific rotation of (7R, Table 2 ), have the 7S,8R absolute configuration. In contrast to the optical rotation, the signs of these characteristic CD transitions are not sensitive to the substitution pattern of the aromatic rings which is exemplified by the LC/CD data of 1a-g showing only wavelength shifts depending on the nature of the substituents.
Thus the absolute configurations of the isolated erythro-8.4′-oxyneolign-8′-enes can be deduced from a CD measurement; positive CEs of the two low-energy CD transitions derive from 7R,8S configuration while the negative ones from 7S,8R. 
